THE 1981 MuRRzY RIVER MARRTHO.

I got into Yarrawonge on the Tuesday before Christmas where we
n and Fargzret Marchant had arrived a couple of hours earlier
from the Gold Joast. That afternoon we went for a short paddle on the river
where we met Ron Bath,2 well «nown figure in marathon cireles. Ron is strong
sunporter of canoeing who recently came into the publlc eye when he comvleted
3 1700%m naddle down the Furray River a couple of months prior to the Farathor
JOr,d oaraplegic,was back at Yarrawonga to compete in his third Farathon ana
by his own submission he reckoned he nust have'rocks in his head'. We learned
=1 71ttle of the state of the river from him and found that the water level
was very low with 2 lot of exposed snags across the river and sand bars in
places where they are rot usually found.

Drve Jagues aleng with his sister Karen anéd brother Jeff arrived on

mhursd?v as did ny lanlly We were all camped in the same area along with Don

né Evyonre Tomlinson of Crafton. The weather up till now had been cuite
wevourable obut thet afternoon our outlook on things- changed slightly -as rain
begap to fall quite heaV11y for most of the afiernoon with strong, gusty winds.
fenocelg®e 2nd-land crews began arriving that afternoon and continued to do so
over the next counle of days,despite the weather. By Boxing Day all last
minute preparations,restrations,weighing of canoes ete. were well under way.

This veer's karathon was the largest on record with about 600 pacdlers
and about 50+ canoes and kayaﬁs. faddlers came frowm as far away New Zealand,
Sweden anc the United States. The 2 canoeiste from Sweden were nembers of tnat
couffvr'c UlYﬂ“lc team who were over here training with the Tilli Pilli elub
in Sydney;while Armond Bacsset,ex President of the United States Canoe .
Fedprst"on was over to compete and at the same time promote the U.S Long
Dletance Chamnionshins which are being neld mid-year in New York state.

At 7:300 a2.m. Sunday the firs®t starting shot was fired and 1981 tiurray

zthon was under way with the first of the TC1'S and T(2's making their way
aneré& Tocumwal, the First poLuage. with the number of competitors growing
gach year startins each class individual 1y beceme a lenguhyba51ness therefore
thisg vear they trisd nmass starts as thev do overseas. A1l the Veterans along
with =orie others started togethev these were followed by Open TK1's and X1's
of walecr =here were about 80 all la and soon after the Open TK2's and K2's
wirich totelled zbout 60.

4e found that the river was indeed very shallow in places and the 001rg a
N

little on the tough =side. Cver ths course of ihe day we learned that Ron 3.
hat cdecided to withdraw at checkgoint 'C' after having been gquite ill in the
days prior to the race. This lefi John Marchent in the lead of the Vet. TE4
clase by & clear margin. Dave Jagues ﬁ?ddLlnb in the Cper 7K1 class put in a
very strong verformance to {inish tqe first aay 4th out of 73. There were only
8 starters in the Onen X2 class of wnlcf onlJ & .ot to Tocumwal. We finished
fth on Day 1 with the 2risbane team of E bar and Woods ¢1nlshln3 a very good
Znd in the seme class. Tony Zerbst of t1¢ itta Mitta Club in Vlotoria recorde
the fastest time of the dey in a . K1,with the favourlue in that class,Rene Mol,
losing =onre time with a broken rvﬁﬂe The weather had managed to flre up in
tTime for the race.

Day 2 - The longe=t of the % daya and the most gruelling began at 5:45 a.n
tc the sounds of 'Morning Has Broken' and 'Always Look On The Bright Side of

Iife'. Cnece again the sgtarter's zun was heard at 7:00 a.m. as the competitors
headed for Picnic Point. It is often said that if you are ablie to finish the
nd Tay then the rest is all downhill seo %o speak. It is in Tact downhill if
“you can c=1l 6.7 cm/knm a downward slope. John karchant continued to lead the
Vet. TE1's thourh his margin bergan to sleowly diminish. Dave Jagues finished
tre day in either Zrd or £3n OTGCP after another very strong performance,we

finished “th nce again with our nearest rivals now about 25 minutes zhezd.
20b Efrrr and Rob %Woods Ffinisleé 2nd once agaln unable to stay with the lead
X2 of Zo> Bearman and Iive Nclanus of the Footscray club. Dave McManus had irn
fact paddied the ertive length of the Murray(2223xm)in record time only a monil
vrevious to the Farathci. Ren- ¥ol toox over tus lead in the Open X1 class to
be the first person to Pievic Point in rec

ther had cleared completely by

Day 3. - Picnic 2Poirt to r-huca. The w
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tetiind Rene ol however he foung the thingss

ceconds g8 a 1litile harsh on the
third cay 2nd was forced 0 retire at the end of that cay due mainly to a
l8¢k p¥f

gkin in the Seating depertment. Dave hag atough tire wash-riding the
leading TK1's as they all belonged to the same club and weren't too keen on
kim being too close,

Pay 4 - The shortest day of the five,otherwise*knoWn'as'sprints’day. (67%xm)
Pave let the leading TK1's get away from him,while John's lead was reduced to
alriost level-pegging.This was the only day that we managed to catch the 4th
nlaced ‘2;after considerable effort we managed to catch them up about a
xilaretrefron .the finish and teat them across the line by about 1 Second. Ag
© 0.1 ithe vrevious ? days,Rene Mol was first across- the finish line and continue.
to set new daily records for the K1 class.To see Rene paddling is like poetry
i notion,sec to soeaX,his action is so Tluid and relaxed you'd swear he was
out on = Sunday paddle. Its no wonder he was unbeatable. ol

Pay 5. - The end is nesr. It wasn't a varticularly good day for paddling as
a strong, pusty wind blew most of the day which made paddling unpleasant for
708t of the comp-titors. T don't know how others found it,but going ‘to _
Checlkroiny '¢' srepeéd to teke forever. Finally,it was around the corner and
we were there - wan Hill,and it was 21l over for another year. We learned
thet John had been besten by the New Zealander by & mere S0seconds and that
Dave Jaques had finished in 4th place in the TK1 class only 4minutes behingd
fiis nearest rival. An outstanding result considering that the first 3 places
were held by exverienced marathon paddlers. Rene dig és he had done in days
previous,while tne fastest overall time went to Beb Bearman and Dave McManus
in XK2. The Zdgar/Woods teanm finiched a very good 2nd in *he Open K2 behing
the two Victorisn paddlers while Robert Edgar's sister,Heather,and her partne:
Chris Parnett recorded an excellent 2nd place in the Junior Men's TK2 class,

$ usuel the Marathon was extremely well organised and enjoyed by most
houzh thet may not have been the response at the time. If you are
dering doing the Marathon at come later date then You should consider
take things as €asy as possible for yourself for the 5 days,partic-
Lf its your firet iime. O0f the 73 TK1s,about a dozen of them were
wayaks,while its guite 4n achievement to éo the Farathon in one you
mazing things herd for Jourself. Two paddlers compeving in the Open
turned up with what looked like a cross between an ola cange and
ur fingy. I don't krow how t2r th maneged to get.As usual there
rcusly named canoes,one which Stands out was a TC2 called 'STIFF!
jae each day grew progressively longer the name changed to 'STIFFER'
"showever by the time the end was near they became 'HEALTHY' ang
There was also ancther 702 called 'ADENUF',while their land crew wore
.chirg T-shirts,one saild 'DADS ADENUF!, nike another was 'MUMS ADENUF' ang
on through the family. (3y the time we g0l o Swan Hill we'd al] ADENUF, ¥

was a bit of a share that the closing Ceremony was upset somewhat by a

irly versistant duet storm, stil1 that coulén't be avoided,
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Tre Marathon is a great event for paddlers and land crews zlike and if
‘ou haven't yet tried it,then think about having a go,you'll derive great

atisfrction from it. PHIL GEE KEE,



